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BLACK HISTORY MONTH
February marks Black History Month, a tribute to African American men and 
women who have made significant contributions to America and the rest of the 
world in the fields of science, politics, law, sports, the arts, entertainment, and 
many other fields. While Black History Month is synonymous with prominent 
figures such as Martin Luther King Jr., Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks, 
Muhammad Ali, Jackie Robinson, Langston Hughes, Maya Angelou, George 
Washington Carver and Barack Obama, there are countless other African 
AmericansAmericans who've made a profound impact in history: self-made millionaire 
Madam C.J. Walker, astronaut Mae C. Jemison, open-heart surgeon Daniel 
Hale Williams, inventor Garret Morgan, media mogul Oprah Winfrey and 
"Father of Black History" Carter G. Woodson, who lobbied extensively to 
establish Black History Month as a nationwide celebration, among many 
others. (Biography, 2020)

It was in 1964 when the author James Baldwin reflected on the shortcomings 
of his education. “When I was going to school,” he said, “I began to be bugged 
by the teaching of American history because it seemed that that history had 
been taught without cognizance of my presence.”
BaldwinBaldwin’s thoughts echoed those of many before and after him. Half a century 
earlier, when Carter G. Woodson had the same frustration, he set the 
foundation for what would become today’s national Black History Month, 
observed each February.
InIn the early 20th century, while he earned a Master’s degree from the University 
of Chicago and a Ph.D. from Harvard, both in history, Woodson witnessed how 
black people were underrepresented in the books and conversations that 
shaped the study of American history. According to the way many historians 
taught the nation’s past, African Americans were barely part of the story—a 
narrative that Woodson knew was not true. So in 1915, he and Jesse E. 
Moorland founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (now 
thethe Association for the Study of African American Life and History, or the 
ASALH). The organization would promote studying black history as a discipline 
and celebrate the accomplishments of African Americans.
In 1926, Woodson and the ASALH launched a “Negro History Week” to bring 
attention to his mission and help school systems coordinate their focus on the 
topic. Woodson chose the second week in February, as it encompassed both 
Frederick Douglass’ birthday on February 14 and Abraham Lincoln’s birthday 
on February 12.
TheThe celebrations and studies spread quickly, as the ASALH tells it, driving 
demand for teaching materials and spurring the formation of black history 
clubs. But, though a newfound understanding of black culture and literature 
was spreading amongst the middle class, the idea of expanding the week to a 
month did not come until several decades later. During the Civil Rights 
Movement, Freedom Schools in the South embraced the week and its 
curriculum message as a way to contribute to the mission. By the mid-1960s, 
thethe most popular textbook for eighth-grade U.S. history classes mentioned 
only two black people in the entire century of history that had transpired since 
the Civil War—and that problem could no longer be ignored. It was in that 
decade that colleges and universities across the country transformed the week 
into a Black History Month on campus.
A number of mayors had already adopted the celebration as a municipal event 
by the time President Gerald Ford decreed Black History Month a national 
observance in 1976, on both the fiftieth anniversary of the first iteration and 
America’s bicentennial year.
“In celebrating Black History Month,” Ford said in his message, “we can seize 
the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of black 
Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our history.” (Time, 2016)
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BLACK CANADIAN HEROES WHO HAVE PAVED
THE WAY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

Canadian history is also full of black people whose remarkable achievements are 
unfortunately not as well known today. The stories of black Canadians are often not taught 
and passed on in schools, which means many of us grow up never hearing about people like 
Elijah McCoy or Josiah Henson.
TheThere are some prominent black Canadians that most of us know well. Donovan Bailey set 
a world record as a sprinter at the 1996 Olympics. Hockey player P.K. Subban, part of a 
family full of athletes, has donated millions to a Montreal hospital. Viola Desmond was both 
an activist for desegregation and a pioneering businesswoman.
Former Governor General Michaëlle Jean has been breaking barriers her entire career, 
including in her current role as the first woman to be Secretary-General of the Organisation 
internationale de la Francophonie.

Mary Ann Shadd
Designated a Person of National Historic Significance in Canada in 1994, 
Mary Ann Shadd was the country's first black female newspaper 
publisher. Born in Delaware to free parents, Shadd founded and edited 
The Provincial Freeman in 1853, and ran a racially integrated school for 
black refugees in Windsor, Ont.
ShaddShadd advocated strongly for school desegregation, worked to 
encourage black Americans to move to Canada, and was one of the first 
black women to complete a law degree after moving back to the U.S. 
during the Civil War.

Harry Jerome
JeJerome was a black Canadian track and field athlete who went to the 
Olympics three times, winning a bronze in the 100-metre race in 1964. 
He also won gold at the Commonwealth Games and Pan American 
Games and set or matched several world records. After his competitive 
career ended, Jerome worked to promote amateur and youth sports.

Portia White
NovaNova Scotia native Portia White was the first black Canadian singer to 
become an international star in the 1930s and '40s, a time when black 
women experienced significant barriers in their personal and 
professional lives.
The classical singer travelled the world before switching to teaching, 
where she worked with students including singer Robert Goulet and 
actress Dinah Christie.

Elijah McCoyElijah McCoy
Inventor Elijah McCoy's parents escaped enslavement via the 
Underground Railroad, and McCoy himself faced considerable 
discrimination in his own field. But he also invented an 
industry-changing device for steam-powered engines, and eventually 
registered more than 50 patents.
HisHis devices for locomotive and ship engines significantly changed the 
transport industry in the late 1800s.
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Harriet Tubman:
Her work touched both American and Canadian soils. 
Tubman was known for her heroism in freeing many 
slaves in her role as a Conductor of the Underground 
Railroad. She guided more than 300 slaves to freedom.

Rosemary Brown:
TheThe first black canadian woman to be elected to a 
provincial Canadian Legislature. Famed for the saying, " 
To be black and female in a society which is both racist 
and sexist is to be in the unique position of having 
nowhere to go but up", Brown combated racial prejudice, 
fighting for racial and gender equality, and inspiring many 
to her cause.

Lincoln Alexander:Lincoln Alexander:
Lincoln Alexander, sworn in as Ontario's 
lieutenant-governor in September 1985, was the first 
Black person to hold the vice-regal position in Canada, 
was also the first Black MP and federal Cabinet minister.  

Donald Oliver:
TheThe first Black Canadian man to be appointed to the 
senate of Canada after the recommendation of the Prime 
Minister, Brian Mulroney. Oliver worked on several 
private Member's bills including but not limited to the 
amending of the section of the criminal code regarding 
stalking and addressing online spam.

Michaelle Jean:
MichaëlleMichaëlle Jean was sworn in as Canada's first 
Blackgovernor general. She emphasized freedom as a 
central part of the Canadian identity and has suggested 
that it was time to "eliminate the spectre" of the two 
solitudes, French and English, which has so long 
characterized the country's history.

[Sou[Source: 
http://blackhistorycanada.ca/timeline.php?id=1900]
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Rev. Addie Aylestock
The first black woman was ordained in this country later than you might 
think. It was Mabel Adeline (Addie) Aylestock, ordained in the British 
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1951 and the first woman ordained in 
that church after they changed their rules earlier that year.
  Aylestock worked in congregations in Ontario, Quebec, and Nova 
Scotia throughout her career. Her family members were also trailblazers: 
her sister Rella Braithwaite wrote several books about African 
Canadians, and her niece Diana Braithwaite is a blues musician and 
television director.

Viola Desmond 
TheThe Canadian ten-dollar note is one of the most common banknotes of 
the Canadian dollar. The current $10 note is purple, and the obverse 
features a portrait of Viola Desmond, a Black Nova Scotian 
businesswoman who challenged racial segregation at a film theatre in 
New Glasgow, Nova Scotia, in 1946.

Josiah Henson
BoBorn into slavery in 1789, as an adult Josiah Henson became a leader for 
black Americans escaping enslavement. Henson escaped to Canada in 
1830, and founded the Dawn Settlement near Dresden, Ont. to provide a 
home for others like him.
HeHe co-organized a trade-labor school and served on its executive and 
made fundraising trips to the U.S. and England as the spiritual leader for 
Dawn. Some believe that Henson was the model for the lead character 
in the anti-slavery novel Uncle Tom's Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe.
(Huffingtonpost.ca, 2018)

Paul Smith
Jamaican Becomes Canada’s First Black Naval Commander.
BoBorn in Lionel Town, Jamaica, Smith moved to North York, Ontario, 
Canada with his parents at the age of six. Lt.-Cmdr. Paul Smith finished 
his general military training in the summer of 1987 and was then posted 
to HMCS Anticosti in 1993.
Smith rose up the ranks over the years, studied sociology at Dalhousie 
University and eventually attained his current rank in 2010.
SmithSmith patrolled the Canadian Arctic as part of the search for the lost 
Franklin expedition ships HMS Erebus and Terror.
Had it not been for a high school friend telling him about the naval 
reserve’s summer youth employment program back in 1986, Lieutenant 
Commander Paul Smith may not have joined the navy. Now he is the first 
black person to attain the rank of Commander in the Royal Canadian 
Navy’s 106-year history.
“I“I really just considered it a summer job for that one summer and when 
the program was over … I decided I really enjoyed it,” said Smith during 
a phone interview with the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC 
News).
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Trio of black MLAs make history by winning
seats in Manitoba Legislature

Until Tuesday's vote, no black person had ever been elected to the Manitoba Legislature in the 150-year 
history of this province.

Now there are three.

Uzoma Asagwara won the Union Station seat for the NDP, Jamie Moses took the St. Vital seat for the 
party and Audrey Gordon won Southdale for the Progressive Conservatives.

None of the political scientists the CBC contacted, nor the parties themselves, could recall a black MLA 
ever being elected in Manitoba.

The NDP has historically done well in Winnipeg's coThe NDP has historically done well in Winnipeg's core, where Asagwara won Union Station, becoming the 
first queer black person to win a seat.

"Our elected officials in our Manitoba Legislature should absolutely reflect the constituencies … and 
communities that are in Manitoba," Asagwara told CBC News as results came in Tuesday night.

"So making sure that our elected officials look like the communities we serve [is] fundamental in making 
sure that all voices and all communities are served well in Manitoba."

Asagwara, a first-generation Canadian whose paAsagwara, a first-generation Canadian whose parents are Nigerian, has worked as a psychiatric nurse 
and is a longtime community activist in Winnipeg's core.

The first black Winnipeg city councillor said he was happy for the thousands of immigrants and refugees 
who may feel like they now see themselves represented in the Manitoba Legislature.

"It's an opportunity for newcomers to see themselves in government," said Markus Chambers, who was 
elected as city councillor for St. Norbert-Seine River last fall.

Moses, a corporate leader with a degMoses, a corporate leader with a degree in agribusiness from the University of Manitoba, reclaimed St. 
Vital for the NDP.

"I'm truly humbled and honoured," said Moses, who ousted the incumbent PC cabinet minister Colleen 
Mayer.

Moses said the addition of more diverse elected representatives is a positive change.

"I'm not sure why it took so long but I'm ecstatic that it's happening now. I think that this is part of a sign 
that representation is important in the legislature," he said.

In Southdale, GoIn Southdale, Gordon became the third black MLA elected Tuesday night, in a race that was close until the 
final votes were tallied. She was born in Jamaica and has spent most of her life in Winnipeg.

Tuesday's provincial election saw a more diverse set of candidates than past years, with the PCs and NDP 
nominating the largest number of Indigenous candidates in recent history and all three of the largest 
parties nominating Indo-Canadian candidates in two northwest Winnipeg ridings.

Among the candidates for the province's 57 seats, the Liberals ran 14 people of colour this year, the NDP 
18 and the Tories six. The Green Party of Manitoba told CBC it does not track demographics.

All thAll three major parties also ran Indo-Canadian candidates in the Winnipeg ridings of Burrows and The 
Maples — believed to be another first in Manitoba provincial politics.
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